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Ms Rita Saffioti; Mr Dean Nalder 

INTEGRATED PUBLIC TRANSPORT PLAN 

589. Ms R. SAFFIOTI to the Minister for Transport: 

I refer to the minister’s recent address at the Committee for Economic Development of Australia, at which he 
said that everyone in Perth wanted to see more trains, and that he would share with the audience one of the 
reasons why: because everyone else will hop on the train, so that we can continue to drive. He said that we 
wanted to see more public transport, but that it was for everyone else, not for us. 

(1) Can the minister confirm that it is his view that Perth people do not actually want to use trains? 

(2) Does this view explain why the government, after nearly seven years, still does not have an integrated, 
coordinated public transport plan for the state? 

Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 

(1)–(2) I thank the member for asking that question. I did say at the CEDA lunch, as a bit of a joke, that we 
have a car culture in Perth. I think we have all acknowledged that over time. I said, as a bit of a joke, 
that people wanted us to build more trains so that everyone else can hop on the train and they can 
continue to drive. I said that as a joke, but I also said, if the member had followed up, that there are 
three reasons why people prefer trains over buses, and I went through those three reasons. One is 
because our buses get caught in traffic congestion. Another is because trains go directly through, while 
our buses wind their way through the suburbs. A third reason is that we do not know when the next bus 
is going to arrive. If we can start to solve that, we will provide a better public transport solution for the 
people of Western Australia.  

 I talked about the 950 bus service; we ran that as a trial. Over 12 months, the passenger numbers 
increased by 39 per cent. In a recent customer survey run by the Public Transport Authority, which has 
been run for 20 years, the customer satisfaction rating for the 950 route was 94 per cent—two per cent 
above the customer satisfaction rating for trains. This is what I talked about at CEDA, so it is good that 
the member grabbed a little excerpt and tried to twist it into some other message, but we are working 
very hard on public transport. The Liberal government has spent more on public transport; we have 
increased the number of buses by more than 30 per cent. We are in the process of increasing the number 
of railcars that we have on our lines by 28 per cent by the end of next year. We extended the line 
through to Butler and we are about to spend $2 billion on delivering the Forrestfield–Airport Link. We 
are about to commence construction of the Aubin Grove train station.  

 In reply to the final point raised by the member for West Swan about the integrated public transport 
solution, one does not build a rail line and forget to order the railcars. One does not build railway 
stations without providing car parks. One does not build train stations and not connect the feeder buses. 
That is integrated public transport, and that is exactly what this government has been doing and will 
continue to do. 
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